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[OOOl] This application claims the benefit under 35 U.S.C. §1 19(e) of 
U.S. Provisional No. 60/451,242, filed March 4, 2003. 

Field of the Invention 

[0002] The present invention relates to a floating amphibious table. 
More particularly, the present invention relates to a floating 
amphibious game table having removable legs that are adapted to be 
received by resilient tabs on the table when the legs are not required 
for use. Still more particularly, the present invention relates to a 
floating amphibious game table having upper openings for receiving 
beverages and substantially superposed lower openings for receiving 
the legs. 

Background of the Invention 

[0003] Floating tables have been proposed for use in swimming 
pools, lakes, beaches, and the like, for recreational purposes. For 



example, U.S. Patent No. 3,858,877 to Lundstrom describes a floating 
table that may be used as either a ping pong table or a pool table in a 
swimming pool. U.S. Patent No. 5,299,588 to MacLeod describes a 
floating sunshade assembly that has recesses for holding beverage 
containers and the like. However, such tables would not be suitable 
for use on land. Such tables would have to be placed directly on the 
ground, and thus, discourages its use on land. Thus, a need exists 
for a floating game table that may be used both in a water 
environment, and is easily adapted for use as a game table on land. 

Summary of the Invention 

[0004] A floating amphibious game table is provided that may be 
used on both land and water. The game table has a base member 
that has an upper surface and a lower surface. A plurality of upper 
openings in the upper surface of the base member are adapted to 
receive beverage containers. A plurality of lower openings in the lower 
surface of the base member are adapted to receive a plurality of legs. 
The base member may be either solid or hollow, but is preferably 
hollow. The game table floats to allow for use on water. The game 
table receives a plurality of legs to allow for use on land. 
[0005] In another preferred embodiment, a floating amphibious 
game table is provided that has a base member having an upper 
surface and a lower surface. The upper surface has an inner portion 
and an outer portion, with the inner portion being higher than the 
outer portion. A plurality of protrusions extend downwardly from the 
lower surface of the base member and have a plurality of lower 
openings therein. A plurality of upper openings in the outer portion of 
the upper surface of the base member are adapted to receive beverage 
containers. A continuous groove in the upper surface separates the 



inner portion from the outer portion. A plurality of resilient tabs are 
connected to the lower surface. A plurality of legs are adapted to be 
received by the lower openings and are adapted to be received by the 
resilient tabs when not received by the lower openings. 
[0006] Other advantages and salient features of the invention will 
become apparent from the following detailed description, which, taken 
in conjunction with the annexed drawings, discloses a preferred 
embodiment of the invention. 

Brief Description of the Drawings 

[0007] Referring now to the drawings that form a part of the original 
disclosure: 

[0008] FIG. 1 is a perspective view of upper surface of the 
amphibious table of the present invention; 

[0009] FIG. 2 is a side elevational view of the amphibious table of 
FIG. 1; 

[0010] FIG. 2A is a side elevational view of the amphibious table of 

FIG. 1 with the legs inserted in the lower openings; 

[0011] FIG. 3 is a perspective view of the lower surface of the 

amphibious table of FIG. 1 showing the resilient tabs; 

[0012] FIG. 4 is an enlarged perspective view of the resilient tabs on 

the lower surface of FIG. 3; 

[0013] FIG. 5 is a perspective view of lower surface of the 
amphibious table with a leg received by the resilient tabs; 
[0014] FIG. 6 is a perspective view of the lower surface of the 
amphibious table with four legs received by the resilient tabs; and 
[0015] FIG. 7 is a side elevational view in cross-section of the 
superposed upper and lower openings. 



P tail d D scripti n f the Invention 

[0016] A floating amphibious game table 1 1 is provided that may be 
used on both land and water, as shown in FIGS. 1-7. The game 
table 1 1 has a base member 2 1 that has an upper surface 3 1 and a 
lower surface 41. A plurality of upper openings 23 in the upper 
surface 3 1 of the base member 2 1 are adapted to receive beverage 
containers. A plurality of lower openings 42 in the lower surface 41 of 
the base member 2 1 are adapted to receive a plurality of legs 5 1 . The 
game table 1 1 floats to allow for use on water. The game table 1 1 has 
a plurality of lower openings adapted to receive a plurality of legs 5 1 to 
allow for use on land. 

[0017] The base member 21, as shown in FIGS. 1-3, has an upper 
surface 3 1 and a lower surface 4 1 . The upper surface 3 1 has an outer 
portion 33 and an inner portion 35. Preferably, the inner portion 35 
of the upper surface 31 is higher than the outer portion 33, as shown 
in FIG. 2. The inner portion 31 is substantially planar for use as a 
game surface, such as for receiving a playing board or cards. A 
continuous groove 25 separates the outer and inner portions of the 
upper surface. The groove 25 receives game pieces or cards to be 
used for playing a game on the game table. Preferably, the base 
member 2 1 is substantially hollow and can be produced by 
ro to molding or any other suitable technique. Preferably, the base 
member 21 is substantially rectangular, as shown in FIG. 1, although 
the base member may be any shape. 

[0018] A plurality of upper openings 23 in the upper surface 31 of 
the base member 21 are adapted to receive beverage containers, as 
shown in FIGS. 1 and 7. The inner surface 26 of the upper openings 
23 tapers inwardly from the opening to the bottom surface 24. As 
shown in FIG. 1, in a preferred embodiment, an upper opening 23 is 



located in each corner of the upper surface 3 1 . Preferably, the upper 
openings 23 are in the outer portion 33 of the upper surface 3 1 of the 
base member 21. The upper openings may be any shape, but are 
preferably circular. 

[0019] A plurality of lower openings 42 are located in the lower 
surface 41 of the base member 21, as shown in FIGS. 3 and 5 - 7. A 
plurality of lower protrusions 43 extend downwardly from the lower 
surface 4 1 of the base member 2 1 . Preferably, each lower opening 42 
is located in a lower protrusion 43, as shown in FIG. 3. The lower 
protrusions 43 are preferably substantially octagonal with a 
substantially octagonal opening therein, as shown in FIG. 5. 
However, the protrusions may be any shape, i.e., circular, rectangular, 
or the like. The outer surface 44 of the lower protrusion 43 tapers 
outwardly from the lower surface 4 1 of the base member 2 1 toward 
the bottom surface 48 of the lower protrusion, as shown in FIG. 7. 
The inner surface 46 of the lower protrusions 43 tapers inwardly from 
the bottom surface 48 of the lower protrusion toward the upper 
surface 68 of the lower opening 42. Preferably, the upper openings 23 
and the lower openings 42 are substantially superposed, as shown in 
FIG. 7. Although the upper openings 23 are shown with bottom 
surfaces 24 and the lower openings 42 are shown with upper surfaces 
68, a table according to an embodiment of the present invention may 
have a continuous passage extending from the upper opening to the 
lower opening. 

[0020] A plurality of legs 5 1 are adapted to be received by the 
plurality of lower openings 42, as shown in FIG. 2A. The legs 51 have 
an outer surface 53 and an inner surface 55. The leg is inserted into 
a lower opening 42 so that a friction fit between the outer surface 53 
of the leg 51 and the inner surface 46 of the lower protrusion 43 



secures the leg within the protrusion. The legs 51 are substantially 
perpendicular to the inner portion 35 of the upper surface 31 when 
received by the lower openings 42. 

[0021] The legs 51 may alternatively be secured to the game table 
1 1 by any suitable means, including by means of a snap fit, pressure 
fit, or use of fasteners, e.g., "Velcro*. For example, a plurality of 
resilient tabs 45 may be provided to secure the legs on the lower 
surface 4 1 of the table when not being received by the lower openings 

42. Each leg has a pair of resilient tabs 45 for securing the leg, as 
shown in FIG. 6. The resilient tabs 41 contact the inner surface 55 of 
the leg when securing the leg to the table. A plurality of side mounts 
47 may also be provided to facilitate securing the legs 51 to the table 
with the resilient tabs 45. The side mounts 47 contact the outer 
surface 53 of the legs, thereby providing a friction fit between the side 
mounts 47 and the legs 5 1 . Preferably, each of the legs 5 1 is parallel 
to one another when secured by the resilient tabs 45. 

[0022] A plurality of recesses 49 extend upwardly from the lower 
surface 41 of the base member 21, as shown in FIGS. 3 and 5. The 
upwardly extending recesses 49 provide rigidity and structural 
integrity to the base member 2 1 . The recesses 49 bring that portion of 
the lower surface 4 1 in closer proximity to the upper surface 3 1 to 
increase the rigidity and structural integrity of the game table, thereby 
preventing collapsing or flexing of the upper surface 3 1 . 
[0023] Preferably, the base member 21, the plurality of protrusions 

43, and the plurality of resilient tabs 45 are unitarily formed, such as 
by rotational molding. Preferably, the base member 2 1 is made of a 
non-cellular material, such as, but not limited to, fiberglass and 
plastic. 



Assembly and Disassembly 

[0024] The game table 1 1 is amphibious so that it may be used on 
both land and water. The game table of the present invention is 
hereinafter described as having four legs 51, four lower openings 42, 
four lower protrusions 43 and four pairs of resilient tabs 45, although 
the present invention is not so narrowly limited and any number of 
these features is possible. 

[0025] The four legs 5 1 are adapted to be received by the four pairs 
of resilient tabs 45, as shown in FIG. 3. As a leg 51 is pressed into a 
pair of resilient tabs 45, the outer surface 53 of the leg causes the 
tabs to bend outwardly. Once the outer surfaces of the leg 5 1 have 
passed the pair of resilient tab 45, they snap back to their original 
position. The resilient tabs 45 then extend into the interior 52 of the 
leg 5 1 proximal the inner surface 55 to prevent the leg from passing 
by the resilient tabs in the opposite direction, thereby storing the leg 
between a pair of resilient tabs. The tabs 45 prevent the legs 51 from 
accidentally or inadvertently being removed. Side mounts 47 further 
facilitate retention of the legs 5 1 by the resilient tabs as well as 
maintaining substantially parallel alignment between each of the legs. 
As shown in FIG. 6, the legs 51 are stored along the lower surface 41 
of the game table so that each of the legs are substantially parallel to 
one another and substantially parallel to the lower surface. In this 
configuration, the floating amphibious game table 1 1 may be used in a 
water environment. 

[0026] When the game table 1 1 is desired to be used on land, the 
four legs are removed from resilient tabs 45. Pulling the legs 51 away 
from the resilient tabs 45 causes the resilient tabs to bend outwardly, 
thereby allowing the legs to be removed. Each leg 51 is then inserted 
in a lower opening 42 in a lower protrusion 43 as shown in FIG. 2A. 



The inwardly tapering inner surface 46 of the lower protrusion 43 
provides an interference fit with the leg 51. The legs 51 are received 
by the lower protrusions so that each leg is substantially 
perpendicular to the lower surface 41 of the game table. In this 
configuration, the floating amphibious game table 1 1 may be used on 
land. 

[0027] The inner portion 35 of the upper surface 3 1 provides a 
playing surface for the game table. The inner portion may receive a 
board for a board game or be used as surface for playing cards. The 
continuous groove 25 may be used to receive game pieces for the 
board game, or to receive cards for card games. Upper openings 23 in 
the upper surface 23 may receive beverage containers being used by 
players. 

[0028] The ease of moving the legs 5 1 between the configuration 
where they are secured by the resilient tabs (FIG. 6) to the 
configuration where they are received by the lower openings (FIG. 2A) 
provides a floating amphibious game table that is readily usable on 
both land and water. The plurality of upwardly extending recesses 49 
in the lower surface 4 1 provide rigidity and structural integrity to the 
game table 1 1 so that it may be used on both land and water without 
collapse or flexing of the upper surface 3 1 . 

[0029] While advantageous embodiments have been chosen to 
illustrate the invention, it will be understood by those skilled in the 
art that various changes and modifications may be made therein 
without departing from the scope of the invention as defined in the 
appended claims. 



